HARDIN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

DECEMBER 11, 2007

REGULAR MEETING


Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry called the Hardin County Fiscal Court Meeting to order and requested a roll call vote.  Voting:  Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes.


The invocation was given by Commissioner King.


Commissioner Hay led the court in the pledge of allegiance


Mr. Tom Hewlett, Elizabethtown-Hardin County Chamber of Commerce, presented the Chamber Update.


Mr. James Jeffries, Manager, Hardin County Water District No. 2, presented the Water District No. 2 Budget for 2008.  The budget was provided to Hardin County Fiscal Court.

Jennifer Hairsine, Southern Health Partners, presented the Hardin County Detention Center’s year to date statistics April – November 2007.


Department/Supervisor Reports were presented by:


Gerald Foley – Animal Control


Ira Dyer – Emergency Medical Services


Bob Hall – Solid Waste/Landfill


King moved and Hay seconded to approve Resolution No. 2007-113 relating to the county’s investment policy.  Voting:  Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes.

King moved and Brandenburg seconded to approve Resolution No. 2007-114 regarding the E-911 Emergency Services LINK.  Voting:  Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes.


Hay moved and Brandenburg seconded to approve the Engineering, Planning and Public Works Committee’s recommendations.  Voting:  King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes.


Hay moved and Brandenburg seconded to approve Resolution No. 2007-118 appointing members to the Hardin County Cooperative Extension District Board (Chuck Crutcher and Betty Mae Raymer).  Voting:  Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes.


Brandenburg moved and Hay seconded to approve revised Job Description for the Assistant Animal Control Officer.  Voting:  Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes.


Hay moved and King seconded to approve Resolution No. 2007-115 relating to Ambulance (EMS) personnel (Mark Peterson).  Voting:  Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes.


King moved and Brandenburg seconded to approve Resolution No. 2007-116 relating to 911 Dispatch Center Personnel (Tiffany Thompson).  Voting:  King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes.


King moved and Hay seconded to approve Resolution No. 2007-117 relating to Road Department Personnel (Dustin Richardson).  Voting:  Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes.


Hay moved and Brandenburg seconded to approve the Consent Agenda to include approving the payroll dated 11/30/07 with liability checks, recurring expenses, employee benefit refunds, and payroll for 12/11/07 for commissioners, coroners, and election officer’s salary with liability checks, approve Claims Batch No. 06-8011 and Recurring Batch Nos. 05-8015 and 05-8099,  approve Resolution No. 2007-119 relating to Budget Transfer Batches, approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of November 2007, approve Fiscal Court Minutes dated 11/27/07 and 12/04/07 and approve Engineering, Planning and Works Committee minutes dated 11/26/07.  Voting:  Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes.

Judge Berry presented a proposal to the Court as to the future of Hardin County Government Office location.  Judge Berry pointed out that current buildings are outdated.  The cost of maintaining the buildings is high.  Safety issues and poor access for the handicap were mentioned.  Several constraints to expanding downtown were listed


Benefits for building in a new location were mentioned to include being located near population center while remaining in Elizabethtown.  It would provide increased accessibility.  It would be cheaper to build on a new location and increase handicap accessibility and improve safety.


Judge Berry’s proposal would be to utilize 7 acres of land recently purchased on the Rineyville Road just east of the Emergency Services Center. The building would contain 3 stories and a walkout basement consisting of 60,000 square feet.  He listed all of the county offices that would occupy this building.  A project team was announced and he proposed that Larry Gream be the architect.  A Project Planning Committee was announced.


He proposed that the land cost of $950,000 be paid to Hardin Memorial Hospital from the proceeds to the county from the hospital for 2006/2007 Fiscal Year.

Bonds would provide the cost of $10 million to construct the building.  He pointed out that Hardin County was currently using 22% of its bond availability.


Judge Berry expressed that no new taxes had been advocated to build a new county facility.  He pointed out that the building will not be “a monument to ourselves.”  

The County Clerk’s Branch Office in Radcliff is not being considered for closing.  New infrastructure improvements will not be affected by building a new facility.  Old buildings will not be abandoned.


He proposed that ground be broken in Summer 2008 and September 2009 occupy new building.

Commissioner Brandenburg asked if the Judge had spoken to the party that had written the letter about the Kocholaty Property.  He said that Europe has buildings that are hundreds of years old.  He voiced a concern about the 60,000 square feet being enough.  He is concerned about the new debt that will be created.

Deputy Judge Steve Smith thanked the members of the Hardin County Cooperative Extension Board for their service (Martha Thomas and Larry Jaggers II).


Richard Preston, Glendale, Kentucky, addressed the court on behalf of Hardin County Farm Bureau and reiterated that Farm Bureau was opposed to Hardin County leaving downtown for economic reasons.  He took issue with Judge Berry’s slide show.


Judge Berry commented by saying that his slide show was started by the Heritage Councils’ campaign about raising taxes.


Reverend Ron Hockman, Radcliff, asked that the members of the court weigh the facts before they make a decision.  He asked them to study the issue carefully.


Court was adjourned, without objection, Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry presiding.






_____________________________________






HARDIN COUNTY JUDGE EXECUTIVE

ATTEST:  _________________________________________

                   CLERK, HARDIN COUNTY FISCAL COURT
