HARDIN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

SPECIAL CALLED/WORKING MEETING

MAY 06, 2008


Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry called the Special Called/Working Session of Hardin County Fiscal Court to order and requested a roll call vote.  Voting:  Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes.


The invocation was given by Commissioner Hay.


Commissioner Brandenburg led the court in the pledge of allegiance.


Hay moved and Brandenburg seconded to approve First Reading of Ordinance No. 258, Series 2008, Budget Amendment No. 3 for Fiscal Year 2007/2008.  Voting:  Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes.

Brandenburg moved and King seconded to approve Resolution No. 2008-037 reappointing Brent Goodin to the Planning Commission.  Voting:  King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes.


Called Meeting was closed, without objection, Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry presiding.


The Open Working Meeting was called to order.


Discussion on the Fiscal Year 2008/2009 Proposed Budget was held.  Commissioner Brandenburg suggested that the next meeting not have Supervisor Reports and leave that time for discussion on the Proposed Budget.  He commented that the grants for state and federal funds seemed to have dwindled and the he expected more local requests for funds.  Proposed increase for county employees is 2%, Commissioner Brandenburg think this needs to be looked at since inflation is 4%.  He also questioned the number of tons calculated for revenue.  He felt that 250,000 tons might be too much.


Commissioner King stated that the landfill was an unknown at this time.


Commissioner Hay asked about the fund 5400 items of over one million dollars.  It was explained that it contained several grants for community projects.


Judge Berry responded that more grants were being sought and the number of grant funds could be more.


Assistant Chief  J. C. Landford of Central Hardin appeared before the court in regard to the cuts to the Fire Departments in the upcoming budget.  He commented the last time a big purchase was made for fire trucks was ten years ago.  He reported that fire trucks currently cost $200,000.00.  He stated that some of the departments were going to have 20% cuts from last year.  He said that the funding from the court was desperately needed.

Commissioner Hay was pleased with the percentage of the people that paid the fire subscription fee.


Judge Berry stated that it might come to a County Fire Department controlled by the county.  He pointed out that the court members took political risk to impose the subscription fee.  He recommended that the departments seek taxing districts to fund the Fire Departments.


Chief Mike Hulsey, Elizabethtown Fire Department, pointed out that five fire departments are ready to close their doors.  He recommends that the county wait one year before reducing the county’s support.


Judge Berry believes that the data will not change that much next year.


Committee Updates were presented by:


Commissioner Hay, Engineering, Planning and Public Works Committee


Commissioner Brandenburg, Solid Waste and Community Support Committee


Commissioner King, Resources and Emergency Services Committee


Judge Berry announced a Called Meeting for next Tuesday at 8:30 A.M.


Court was adjourned, without objection, Judge Executive Harry L. Berry presiding.
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