HARDIN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

WORKING SESSION

DECEMBER 5, 2006


Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry called the Hardin County Fiscal Court Working Session to order and requested a roll call vote.   Voting:  Crady yes, Judge Berry yes, Brandenburg absent, Jaggers yes, Hay yes, Wiseman yes, King yes, Easter absent, Goodman yes. 


The invocation was given by Squire Goodman. 


Squire Wiseman led the court in the pledge of allegiance. 


Discussion was held on the Proposed Smoking Regulation Ordinance. 


Carmen Nugent Painter, Stephensburg, expressed her displeasure with the fact that a meeting was held in Stephensburg and she did not know about it and that the meeting was not publicized enough.


Gene Perciful, Rineyville, feels that the government should not be able to tell people what they can do with their property and business.  He is opposed to the smoking ban in the county. 


Russ Allgood, Brentwood Estates, Elizabethtown, stated that he now goes to Radcliff and Bardstown restaurants instead of Elizabethtown restaurants.  He thinks the businesses should be allowed to have smoking if they want it. 


Larry Fulkerson, Sonora, hates to see ordinances passed that the public cannot vote on, but is in favor of the ban because of health concerns. 


Dennis Arnold, St. John Road, is against the smoking ban.  He does not think the court has the right to tell a business that they cannot allow smoking. 


Thomas Smallwood, Elizabethtown, purchased a remote section of land in the county to smoke on.  He refuses to eat in Elizabethtown and encourages the court to not pass the ordinance. 


Charles Langley, Star Mills, stated that you cannot love your neighbor if you tell your neighbor what they can do or cannot do.  He believes in individual rights and is opposed to the ban on smoking. 


Dr. Mehta, Elizabethtown, related to the court about the recent studies that proved the harm of second hand smoke and he is in favor of the ordinance. 


Bob Hack, Elizabethtown, states he is in favor of the ordinance.  He believes in the rights of individuals, but not at the expense of other people. 


Darlene Maffett, Elizabethtown, states many of her family members had cancer from smoking.  She urges the court to pass ordinance.


Diane Gaither, Elizabethtown, wants to see Hardin County go smoke free.  The smokers still have the right to smoke, but the area is limited as to where they can smoke. 


Judy Banks, Elizabethtown, Chairperson of Kids Voting, reported that the kids who voted, voted overwhelmingly to ban smoking. 


Dennis Arnold reported that banning smoking is an individual right issue and requests that this court wait until the new commissioners take office to vote on this issue.


Gene Perciful feels that the owner of the business should decide whether there is smoking or no smoking. 


Rob Mattingly, Health District, feels that there are misconceptions about individual rights.  One person’s right ends when they infringe on another person’s rights. 


Squire Jaggers feels that we need to remain focused in that the ordinance will affect the business owner’s rights. 


Squire King asks how we can protect the right of the employee from second hand smoke.  Does the employee have to quit the job?


Squire Hay related a personal story about an employee who was experiencing allegies from customers smoking in the business where she worked. 


Discussion was held on the Proposed Fire Subscription Fees Collection Ordinance. 


Squire Crady explained that the ordinance was not a tax, that the people have the opportunity to opt out of this subscription if they so desire.  Insurance rates should go down as a result of better departments and better ISO ratings.  This ordinance does allow for salaries for fireman. 


Larry Fulkerson, Sonora, has a concern about this fee.  He feels that it is a tax.  He wants the people to be able to vote on this issue. 


Dennis Arnold, St. John Road, will pay a subscription fee, but will opt out if you put it in the tax bill. 


Carmen Nugent Painter, Stephensburg, states the community has supported the fire department with subscriptions.  She is opposed to the subscription going on the tax bill.  Someone needs to oversee the money going to the fire departments. 


Rudy Schroeder, Bewley Hollow Road, shared an article from the Courier Journal that illustrated the problems in Jefferson County after ten years of subscriptions with little oversight.  He wants independent auditors and to put the subscription on the tax bills. 


Thomas Smallwood, Elizabethtown, is concerned that the ten acres or less without a building is exempt.  He is in favor of the proposal. 


Shane Crutcher, Rineyville, Assistant Fire Chief, pointed out that for many years the fire departments had looked for many ways to fund the fire departments.  He feels that the present proposal is the best method. 


Chief Mike Hulsey, Elizabethtown, spoke in favor of the ordinance.  He supports the volunteers and feels that the firefighters should not have to raise money through fund raisers. 


Larry Fulkerson, Sonora, feels that the fire departments did not get the support of their communities.  He does not like to see the fire departments using fiscal court to get what they want. 


Squire Crady explained the difference between a taxing district and the subscription ordinance.  Your taxes could be several hundred dollars based on the value of your property.  The subscription rate will remain low. 


Rudy Schroeder feels that the money should come to fiscal court so there will be more accountability. 


Shane Crutcher reiterated about the oversights and the budgets that will be submitted. 


Squire Wiseman feels that the volunteer firemen should not have to solicit funds. 


Judge Berry pointed out that the twelve departments are independent and not part of the county.  There is no fire taxing district. 


Chief Hulsey, as a resident of Hardin County, feels that it is not fair for the owner of a  $30,000 house to pay the same as the person who owns a $300,000 house. 


Squire Crady requested that the request for Upton Fire Department be considered at the next meeting. 


Court was adjourned, without objection, by Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry. 
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