HARDIN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

WORKING SESSION

OCTOBER 07, 2008


Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry called the Hardin County Fiscal Court Meeting to order and requested a roll call vote.  Voting:  King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes.


The invocation was given by Commissioner Hay.


Commissioner King led the court in the pledge of allegiance.


Judge Berry opened up the meeting to comments from the public.


Viviana Delgado of 6963 St. John Road, Elizabethtown, Kentucky wanted to discuss Ordinance No. 263, Series 2008 amending Ordinance No. 163, Series 2001 relating to the storage, collection, processing, transportation and disposal of solid waste.  She felt that it was not fair for the landlords to have to pay the garbage collection fees that the tenants had previously been billed for.  She said some of her tenants do not dispose of their trash at their residence and therefore did not have a garbage collection bill before, but now the landlord was forced to pay the garbage collection fee even if the tenant does not use the service.  She wanted to know what recourse she had if the tenant refused to reimburse her for the garbage collection fee she was paying for the property they were renting from her.  She also wanted to know what someone had to do to amend the existing Ordinance.

Judge Berry informed her it required the support of a Fiscal Court Member to make a motion to change the ordinance and another member to second the motion to allow a vote by the Fiscal Court for the change or amendment.


Jill Wade of 1404 Horseshoe Bend Road, Sonora, Kentucky also wanted to discuss Ordinance No. 263, Series 2008.  She stated the trash company apparently had quantified that the uncollectible bills were $26,000 per month ($312,000 per year), that is why the trash company could reduce their cost and impose the bills on the landlords.  She felt if you followed this logic than the next time the bid came up why could the trash company not do maintenance on their trucks and ask all mechanics in Hardin County do the maintenance and the trash company did not have to provide health insurance and ask all doctors in Hardin County to provide free medical care to all trash company personnel.  She felt that uncollectible accounts are a cost of doing business; we all have to deal with uncollectible accounts.  She felt the trash company had quantified the cost of uncollectible accounts by passing it on to the landlords.  She felt the legal notice of the Ordinance did not give people a legitimate clue about what is being discussed.


Judge Berry highlighted that the primary aspect of the change was related to receiving lower bids from the potential contractors competing for the service contract based on their perception of better collections.  Judge Berry also stated that local newspapers and radio news broadcast covered the issue on several occasions.


Bob Jenkins of Hardin Billing Service addressed the issue on when and how the trash bills were sent to the landlords.


Committee Updates were provided by:


Commissioner Brandenburg – Solid Waste and Community Support Committee


Commissioner King – Resources and Emergency Services Committee


Commissioner Hay – Engineering, Planning and Public Works Committee


Judge Berry announced that David Gray has been honored with the Distinguished Citizen Award and there was a dinner on October 28, 2008 at 7:00 PM at the State Theater in his honor.


Court was adjourned without objection Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry presiding.
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