HARDIN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

CALLED MEETING

MAY 13, 2009


Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry called the Special Called Meeting of Hardin County Fiscal Court to order and requested a roll call vote.  Voting:  Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes.


The invocation was given by Commissioner Hay.

Commissioner King led the court in the pledge of allegiance.


Judge Berry acknowledged County Attorney, Steven Bland, to conduct a Public Hearing for County Road Aid.  The County Attorney asked the audience if anyone was interested in speaking about the County Road Aid.  There being no one to speak, the County Attorney closed the hearing on the County Road Aid.


A second hearing was held by County Attorney, Steven Bland, as to Local Government Economic Assistance Funds.  The County Attorney, asked the audience if anyone was interested in speaking about the Local Government Economic Assistance Funds.  There being no one to speak, the County Attorney closed the hearing on the Local Government Assistance Funds.


In the Called Meeting, Judge Berry returned to the agenda and recognized Tim Asher, Elizabethtown-Hardin County Chamber, who provided the Chamber Update.


Chris Hunsinger, Planning and Development Director, provided the court with a summary of changes to the proposed zoning ordinance.  He went through a slide presentation of ten topics that will be addressed in the ordinance.


The Road Department Report was presented by Deputy Judge Jim Roberts.  Deputy Judge Roberts also reported on the storm debris progress and remaining schedule.


Dennis Parrett, Thomas Road, appeared as a citizen to present a magisterial district proposal.  He is concerned that a Circuit Judge could eventually determine the districts.  He proposed a compromise to the magisterial districts.  His proposal would provide three districts in Elizabethtown and three in Radcliff.


He felt his proposal would be balanced.  District A has four Elizabethtown precincts.  District B has five Elizabethtown precincts.  District C has four Elizabethtown precincts.  District D is the southern portion of the county.  District E is the western portion of the county and two Rineyville precincts.  District F is the same seven precincts in Radcliff and West Point.  District G is southern Radcliff and Rineyville Northeast.  District H is central Radcliff and Vine Grove.


Commissioner Comments and Committee Reports:


Commissioner Brandenburg commented that he would address landfill in the budget discussion.


Commissioner Hay did not have a report.


Commissioner King reported on the committee meeting that dealt with the budget.


Judge Berry presented a plan to “Re-Finance” the landfill debt.


Judge Berry reported that expenses are exceeding revenue at the current time.


Data was provided on the landfill debt.  Over thirteen million dollar debt remains on the landfill.  If that amount was refinanced at 5.25% over twenty years the county will owe a little over one million a year.  Seventy-five years are remaining in the life of the landfill.  Currently we pay over two and half million a year.  Reducing our payments about one and half million a year, this would mean that 143,000 tons of waste would be needed.  We currently are taking in 170,000 tons of waste.


If we refinance current debt and new debt in 2011 the amount would be a little less than two million dollars a year cost to the county.


Commissioner Brandenburg pointed out that the bulk of the current debt is expenses to buy the land, build the facility and roads into the landfill.  He felt it was a good idea and makes sense to refinance.


Commissioner Hay also indicated that we would not have to rely on out of county waste to pay for the landfill if we refinance.  Judge Berry stated we still needed out of county waste to make it feasible.

Commissioner King explained that the previous contract with Rumpke required Rumpke to bring in garbage from outside the county to fulfill their contract.  When the contract ended, Rumpke could not provide a contract to bring in out of county garbage.  The county went to collecting only half of the garbage that they previously collected under Rumpke’s contract.

Other modifications to the budget were discussed.  Commissioner Brandenburg feels that we have over stated the revenue from the landfill in this budget and wanted to reduce that landfill revenue by 25%.  If $500,000 is taken out we will be in a deficit.  Any new hires cannot be paid for, if this money is not there.


Brandenburg moved and Hay seconded to reduce the landfill revenue by 25% that equates to $691,200 and the expenditure side reflect the same amount.  The reserve account would have to provide the $691,200.  Voting:  Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes.


Commissioner Hay inquired about the allotment extended to Morningside Services.


Hay moved and King seconded to amend the budget so Morningside Services be provided $3,000.00 instead of $5,000.00.  Voting:  Judge Berry no, King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes.


Commissioner Brandenburg discussed the Rocket Docket.  He is of the understanding that the Commonwealth Attorney and the County Attorney will work together to make up the $50,000.00 that county will not budget for 2009/2010.

Commissioner Brandenburg stated that he was not comfortable hiring new personnel in newly created positions.  Judge Berry pointed out that we are not growing government since we are cutting three million from the proposed budget.


Brandenburg moved and Hay seconded to approve Ordinance No. 266, Series 2009 Pre-approved Recurring Expenses for FY 2009/2010.  Voting:  King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes.

King moved and Brandenburg seconded to approve Department of Agriculture 2009 Spay/Neuter Grant for Animal Control.  Voting:  Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes.


Hay moved and King seconded to approve Resolution No. 2009-056 appointing Phillip Tabb as a member of Planning and Development Commission.  Voting:  Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes.


King moved and Brandenburg seconded to approve Resolution No. 2009-059 relating to vision insurance for county employees.  Voting:  Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes.

Hay moved and King seconded to approve Resolution No. 2009-060 relating to health care insurance coverage for county employees.  Voting:  King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes Judge Berry yes.


Brandenburg moved and King seconded to approve Resolution No. 2009-061 relating to life insurance coverage for county employees.  Voting:  Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes.


Hay moved and Brandenburg seconded to approve Resolution No. 2009-062 relating to dental insurance coverage for county employees.  Voting:  Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes.


Brandenburg moved and Hay seconded to approve the Consent Agenda to include approving payroll dated 05/01/09 with liability checks, recurring expenses, and payroll dated 05/13/09 for commissioners, coroners, and election officers’ salary with liability checks, approve Claims Batch No. 11-7013 and recurring batch nos. 10-7015 and 10-7099, approve Resolution No. 2009-063 relating to budget transfers, approve Resolution No. 2009-055 relating to E-911 Dispatch personnel (James M. Key and Daniel S. Highbaugh), approve Resolution No. 2009-057 relating to Road Department personnel (Terry Burnworth, Brian Dugger, Jeff Gogal, Russel Harlow, Donald Harned, Charles Johnson, Michael Martin, Stephen Simpson and Gary Masters), approve Resolution No. 2009-058 relating to Solid Waste Department personnel (Jeff Thomas), approve Treasurer’s Report for April 2009, approve Resource and Emergency Services Committee minutes dated 05/06/09, approve Fiscal Court Minutes dated 04/23/09, 04/30/09 and 05/05/09.  Voting:  Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes.

Court was adjourned, without objection. Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry presiding.
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