HARDIN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 08, 2009


Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry called the Hardin County Fiscal Court Meeting to order and requested a roll call vote.  Voting:  Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes.


The invocation was given by Commissioner Hay.


Commissioner Brandenburg led the court in the pledge of allegiance.


Judge Berry turned the meeting over to Assistant County Attorney, Jenny Pitts to conduct a Public Hearing for 2009 County Property Tax Rates.  Ms. Pitts then asked Judge Berry to provide a presentation based on the Judge’s recommendations for Property Tax Rates for 2009.  Judge Berry pointed out that Hardin County is one of the lowest taxed counties in the commonwealth.  He also stressed that Hardin County does not have an occupational tax, library tax, fire district tax, insurance premium tax, hotel tax, local sales or restaurant tax.  The county only receives 13.9% of each tax dollar for property taxes collected by the sheriff’s office ($40,470,541).  Judge Berry proposed a 10.9% rate, which is .1% less than compensating rate and .5% less than 4% growth rate.  This will be the first time that the county will be below the compensating rate.  The rates proposed will be 10% for general and road fund 2.00 for health department.

Ms. Pitts asked if anyone wanted to speak about the proposed rates.  There being no one, Ms. Pitts closed the Public Hearing.


In regular session:


Tim Asher, Elizabethtown-Hardin County Chamber of Commerce, presented the Chamber Update.


Carolyn Ritchie, County Treasurer, presented on behalf of the Kentucky Association of Country Treasurer and Finance Office a scholarship to Cliff Miller.


Marlane Youngblood, Chairperson of the Hardin County Library and Susie Hignite, Acting Director, presented the Hardin County Public Library Annual Report.  Judge Berry wanted the minutes to reflect that the county had received the Library’s Annual Report.


Department/Supervisor Reports were presented by:


Chris Hunsinger, Planning and Development


Vicki Brackett, Engineering Department


Danny Allen, Road Department


Tom Smallwood appeared before the court to talk about the use of manpower, law enforcement in particular.  Mr. Smallwood recently encountered 56 used tires on his farm near Howevalley.  The county road crew picked them up when the law enforcement would do nothing about it.  

He also addressed the $500,000 plus received for the Farmer’s Market from Senator Tori.


Ambulance runs and emergencies:  did not like the way the ambulance responded to an emergency on Laurel Ridge Road.


Drivers’ license:  eight uniformed deputies to check people into the Justice Center are too many.


Carl Adkins, Hardin County Ambulance Service, appeared before the court to explain his past situation after having a serious automobile accident.  He explained that he was not able to work.  He has had problems with a lawsuit and workmen’s compensation.  He reported that he had received a letter that his job would be terminated pending the outcome of this Fiscal Court Meeting.  He said he wanted his story told.

Judge Berry moved and Hay seconded to approve Ordinance No. 269, Series 2009 relating to the revised Development Guidance System 2009.  Voting:  Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes.


Brandenburg moved and Hay seconded to approve Resolution No. 2009-101 setting the 2009 County Tax Rates.  Voting:  Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes.


King moved and Hay seconded to approve 2010 motor vehicle and watercraft tax rate.  Voting:  King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes.

King moved and Hay seconded to approve Ordinance No. 266A1 Pre-Approved Recurring Standing Order for FY 2009-2010.  Voting:  Brandenburg no, Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes.


Brandenburg moved and King seconded to approve the Kentucky Waste Tire Amnesty Agreement.  Voting:  Hay yes, Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes.


Judge Berry reviewed the slides pertaining to the proposed Magistrate Pay for 2011 and additional research since the last presentation before the court.


Commissioner Hay presented two slides that showed the salaries of magistrates above 60,000 population and the six largest counties with commissioner’s average salary.


Commissioner’s Comments, Reports and Recommendations:


Commissioner Brandenburg reported on the Solid Waste and Community Support Committee meeting held September 8th.  He also mentioned the household hazardous waste disposal at Akebono Brake Company.


Commissioner Hay informed the court of local farmer Larry Thomas’ accident and his condition.  He also announced the future meetings of the Planning, Engineering and Public Works Committee.


Commissioner King announced the next meeting of the Resources and Emergency Services Committee change in time from 5:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Hay moved and King seconded to approve Consent Agenda to include approving payroll checks dated 09/04/09, approve payroll fund liability checks/vouchers registers and employee insurance fund check register for August 2009, approve payroll for 09/08/09 for commissioners and coroners expense checks and election officer’s salary, approve Claims Batch No. 03-8008 and recurring batch nos. 02-8015 and 02-8099, approve Resolution No. 2009-103 relating to financial transfers, approve Resolution No. 2009-102 related to EMS personnel (Christopher M. Hulsey, Kerry C. Vowels, Floyd E. Walker, Cheryl Richardson, Jerry C. McBride, Jr., James E. Mudd, David A. Walters), approve Resolution 2009-104 related to E-911 personnel (Kristin G. McCown), approve Fiscal Court Minutes dated 08/25/09, approve Treasurer’s August 2009 monthly report, and approve Resource and Emergency Management Committee minutes dated 08/04/09 and 08/20/09.  Voting:  Judge Berry yes, King yes, Brandenburg yes, Hay yes.


Court was adjourned, without objection, Judge/Executive Harry L. Berry presiding.
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